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all these councillors aside, assumed absolute authority, and
showed himself in his true colours as an arbitrary tyrant who
intended to rule by fear. He soon became the most dreaded
man in Florence.

Of course, such an entire reversal of all that had been con-
templated was bound to issue in a struggle. Befoie many
months were over Cosimo's tyrannical actions had driven a
large number of the citizens into voluntary e*ile, including
Fihppo Strozzi and Baccio Valori,2 and by the end of the
summer of 1537 these fuoruscHi had assembled an army to
dethrone him, for which purpose they had also gained the
help of a considerable body of French troops The mam por-
tion of their forces consisted of foui thousand infantry and
three hundred cavalry commanded by Filippo Strozzi's eldest
son, Piero Strozzi, already a distinguished soldier. Meanwhile
Cosimo had also got together a force, and by represent-
ing himself as the successor of the Emperor's vassal Ales-
sandro, had obtained the assistance of the imperial troops in
Tuscany. His whole force was under the command of Ales-
sandro Vitelli. The battle to decide the fate of Tuscany was
fought at Montemurlo, near Prato, on the ist August 1537; it
resulted in Vitelli's gaining a victory which saved Cosimo, and
delivered all his opponents into his hands. Vitelli's success
was chieily due to a fortunate accident. The body of troops
attacked by him were in reality only the advanced guard of
the enemy's force, their main body under Piero Strozsl being
away at a distance in the mountains, but with the body de-
feated by Vitelli were Filippo Strozzi, Baccio Valori, and all
the principal men of the party opposed to Cosirno, all of whom
were captured. The main body with Piero Strozzi only heard of
the defeat of the troops at Montemurlo, with the capture of
all the leaders, when the battle was over and it was too late to
do anything; and Piero Strozzi had no course but to retire.
The column which stands in the Piazza Sta. Trinita, sur-
mounted by a line figure of Justice, was erected by Cosimo3